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Mr Richard Lochhead,
Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs and Environment,

Scottish Government








31st August 2010

Dear Mr Lochhead,
 

The Scottish Green List is a collection of people nominated and judged to be contributing to make Scotland more sustainable. The first series of names for the Green List was produced in 2009, with the second cohort in 2010 recognised through the presentation of awards by Minister for Transport, Infrastructure and Climate Change, Stewart Stevenson MSP. The Scottish Green List is profiled in the Scotsman, by the Scottish Sustainable Development Forum and more widely, offering inspiration and exemplars to the people of Scotland. It includes people working in a wide range of areas including housing, health, education, energy, transport, waste management, fisheries and the natural environment. We all understand that sustainability is fundamental in our work, organisations or communities. 
We are concerned that support for the Sustainable Development Commission (SDC) has been withdrawn at a UK level, particularly without a clear mechanism in place to ensure that the expertise and functions of this organisation are transferred directly into government. Without such focus, we believe that government at both UK and Scottish levels will struggle to meet sustainable development goals and specific targets such as those laid out by the Scottish Climate Change Act (2009). The environmental integrity, economic prosperity and social well being of our nation are thus further threatened.

 

Actions prompted by the SDC are leading the government and the nation towards a more sustainable future, and the SDC’s annual report on the Scottish Government’s progress on sustainable development is particularly valuable. We strongly urge you to consider actions to preserve the institutional learning of SDC and mechanisms by which the functions of SDC may be retained and indeed enhanced.

 

Yours sincerely,

 

Dr Rehema M. White, Sustainable Development Programme, University of St Andrews

Patrick Harvie, MSP

Phillip Ashmole, Co-ordinator, Carrifran Wildwood project of Borders Forest Trust

Bill Ritchie MBE, World Forests

Colin Paton, Director, Calder Cabs

Dave du Feu, Spokes

Dr Branka Dimitrijevic, Director, CIC Start Online

George Niblock, Director, Niblock Environmental Ltd

Darren Wilson and Jennifer Calder, The Glasgow Guerrilla Gardeners 

Glen Bennett, Managing Director, EAE Ltd, Leaflet Marketing Specialists
Gordon Cowtan, Fintry Development Trust
Howard Wood, Chair Community of Arran Seabed trust

Prof. Howard Liddell, Gaia Architects

Jack Marshall, Managing Director Tapside Advanced Coffee Systems, Hot Drink Ingredients, Service & Supplies

Lucy Conway, Isle of Eigg

Mark Ruskell, Scottish Renewables

Mike Farrell, Letham Nights Project

Mike Park, Executive Chairman, Scottish White Fish Producers Association

Mike Robinson, Chief Executive, Royal Scottish Geographical Society

Roger Parry, GMP Print

Ruth Dawkins, Ex-Stop Climate Chaos Coordinator

Tessa Tennant, Executive Chair of The ICE Organisation,

Stan Blackley, Portable PR
cc
Mr Swinney (MSP and Cabinet Secretary for Finance and Sustainable Growth)

Mr Russell (MSP and Cabinet Secretary for Education and Lifelong Learning)

Mr Mather (MSP and Minister for Enterprise, Energy & Tourism)

Mr Stevenson (MSP and Minister for Transport, Infrastructure and Climate Change)

Ms Cunningham (MSP and Minister for Environment)

 
 

